
HOW TO HOST AN
ICE CREAM SOCIAL
An ice cream social is a fun and delicious way to bring 
families together. This casual gathering will help neighbors 
meet each other and build deeper relationships. Hosting an 
ice cream social can be simple and memorable if you follow 
these easy steps.

MATERIALS:

Ice cream (assorted flavors)

Toppings (chocolate chips, sprinkles, nuts, etc.)

Ice cream scoops
Bowls and spoons
Napkins
Tablecloth
Decorations (optional)

Trash bags and/or recycling bins
Tables and chairs (optional)

Cooler or ice cream freezer (optional)
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STEP

01
Enlist Volunteers: Reach out to neighbors and invite others to help plan and implement 
your event. Inviting others helps create more community connectedness and expands 
the impact of your event. This also makes it easier for you to coordinate the event when 
others are helping. Identify who will help set up, serve, cleanup, and greet guests. This 
will help your volunteers understand what they can contribute and make it easier for 
them to commit.

STEP

02
Choose a Date, Time, and Location: Pick a date and time that works well for your 
neighbors. Consider the weather, as well as any local events that might conflict with 
your ice cream social. Select a location for your social. This can be in a community 
center, park or green space, church, cul-de-sac, or even someone’s home, back yard or 
even driveway.

STEP

03
Invite Neighbors: Create a customized flyer on HOA.com/impact. Send out invitations 
to every homeowner in the community and invite them to invite their family and 
friends. Make sure to include the date, time, and location of your ice cream social. Post 
it on our HOA.com event calendar and post it on your social media neighborhood 
group, email your neighbors, and post your flyer on your neighborhood mailboxes to 
spread the word and ensure everyone feels invited and included.

STEP

04
Plan Your Ice Cream Menu: Select a variety of ice 
cream flavors to accommodate different tastes 
and dietary restrictions. Popular options include 
chocolate, vanilla, strawberry, and mint chocolate 
chip. Consider offering non-dairy or low-fat 
alternatives for guests with dietary preferences.

STEP

05
Gather Toppings: Choose a range of toppings to 
create a fun and customizable ice cream 
experience. Offer classics like chocolate chips, 
sprinkles, and chopped nuts, as well as some 
unique options like crushed cookies, fresh fruit, 
and candy pieces.
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INSTRUCTIONS:

STEP

06

Set Up the Space: Set up your location with ample 
space for guests to move around and access the 
ice cream station. Set up a table with a tablecloth, 
and arrange the ice cream, toppings, bowls, and 
spoons. If possible, keep the ice cream in a cooler 
or an ice cream freezer to maintain the right 
temperature.



Conclusion: Hosting an ice cream social for your neighbors can be a 
delightful experience for both the host and the guests. By following 
these simple steps, you can create a fun and memorable event that 

will leave everyone with a sweet memory

Prepare for Clean Up: Place trash bags and/or recycling bins 
nearby to make it easy for guests to dispose of their bowls, 
spoons, and napkins.

STEP

08

Welcome Guests and Enjoy: Greet guests as they arrive and 
invite them to create their own ice cream sundaes. Engage 
in conversation and encourage everyone to mingle and have 
fun. Upbeat music adds a nice touch as well.

STEP

09

STEP

07
Decorate: (Optional) Add decorations to create a festive 
atmosphere. Use colorful tablecloths, balloons, or streamers 
to make your ice cream social look visually appealing.

Post Photos & videos: Ask a volunteer and your neighbors to 
post fun videos and photos of your ice cream social. Be sure 
to capture some smiles and laughs from this fun, festive and 
delicious family event.

STEP

11

Clean Up: Once the event has concluded, clean up the area 
by disposing of trash and recycling, wiping down tables, and 
washing any used serving utensils.

STEP

10
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