
Here's a step-by-step guide to help you host, plan
and execute a successful Halloween Trunk or Treat:

COMMUNITY
HALLOWEEN TRUNK OR

TREAT EVENT

Halloween is upon us and we’re all getting into the spooky spirit, and you can get 
your community involved as well with a Community Trunk or Treat. 

What is a Trunk or Treat? It’s an event where children dress up in their Halloween 
costumes and essentially Trick or Treat from the vehicle trunks of the 

parents/community involved. Each vehicles trunk is decorated with Halloween 
decorations, which brings the name, TRUNK-or-Treat!
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SET A DATE, TIME, AND LOCATION

Choose a date and time that aligns with Halloween festivities. Ensure it is 
family-friendly and consider early evening hours as many of the 
trunk-or-treaters have school the next morning. Select a location with ample 
space for parked cars, minimal through traffic, and walking paths for the 
children. A community parking lot, school parking lot, or church grounds 
could be great solutions for your community event.

PERMIT CHECK

Check with local authorities or property owners to secure any required 
permits for hosting an outdoor event. Ensure compliance with safety 
regulations.

BRING ON THE PARTICIPANTS

Create an event on social media and invite the members within the 
community. If you can connect with the HOA board or the property 
management company to get full buy in, they may also be able to include your 
event in their newsletter or on their website. Encourage community 
members, local businesses, schools, and organizations to participate by 
decorating their car trunks and providing treats. Use a mix of communication 
channels such as social media, flyers, and community boards for promotion. 
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SET UP ADDITIONAL TREAT STATIONS

In addition to decorating their trunks, participants should set up treat stations. 
Encourage individually wrapped candies, small toys, or other 
Halloween-themed goodies.

PROVIDE DECORATION GUIDELINES

Keep in mind there may be very little Trunk-orTreater’s and bringing a Michael 
Myers movie set with you to scare the pants off the kids is not preferred. 
Within the description of the event, have a guidelines section that keeps the 
vehicles ‘little kid friendly’ to encourage creativity and ensure that decorations 
are safe and suitable for all ages.

CONSIDER NON-FOOD TREATS

Keep in mind that some participants or attendees may have allergies. 
Encourage participants to offer non-food treats, such as stickers or small toys, 
as an alternative.

ENTERTAINMENT AND ACTIVITIES

Plan additional activities such as face painting, a costume parade, or 
Halloween-themed games to enhance the overall experience. Bobbing for 
apples, pies in the face, best costume prize giveaways, etc. 

HAVE A DESIGNATED ARRIVAL TIME

Because there will be many children walking around in an open parking lot, 
make sure you have a designated time that the gates will close and will no 
longer allow cars to go through. This is for the children’s safety. Generally, the 
designated arrival time is roughly 30 minutes before the event actually begins, 
which allows for parents to finalize any decorations on their vehicle before the 
Trunk-or-Treating starts. Depending on the number of vehicles registered, you 
may want to pre-designate specific parking spaces for each so it’s a little more 
structured up front. Ensure there's enough space for families to walk safely 
between the parked cars.
 
Use barricades or two vehicles not involved within the trunk or treat to block 
off entrances to the space.



PROMOTE THE EVENT

Utilize various channels to promote the Trunk or Treat event, such as social 
media, local newspapers, community newsletters, and flyers. Create visually 
appealing promotional materials to generate excitement.

CAPTURE MEMORIES

Designate a photographer or encourage participants to take photos. Share 
these on community boards and social media to document the fun.

ARRANGE FOR MUSIC

Set up a music system, ask your local participants if they have a large 
Bluetooth speaker, or hire a local DJ to create a festive atmosphere. Make sure 
the music is appropriate and at a volume that is enjoyable level for everyone.
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By following these steps, you can create a delightful and safe Trunk or Treat event 
that brings families together for Halloween celebrations in your community.

Check out HOA.com/impact to
start activating the communities you serve.
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SHARE PHOTOS & VIDEOS

Upon completion of the event, make sure you thank participants, judges, 
sponsors, and volunteers for their involvement. Acknowledge their efforts in 
making the Trunk-or-Treat event a success and tag them on their social media 
channels, group pages, and event pages along with all the pictures and 
videos. 

DON’T FORGET

To have multiple designated areas for trash and recycling to maintain 
cleanliness throughout the event as well as clean up after the event 
concludes, typical of many locations, there will be candy wrappers along the 
ground which need to be cleaned up to leave the space as you found it. It may 
also be a good idea to designate a few people to monitor the entrance points 
to avoid any children getting lost outside of the area. 


